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Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Public Meeting at Motcombe Village Hal
On Wednesday the 28th of October 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:     Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr S Rogers, Cllr R Craigmile,  Cllr W Dunlop and Cllr J Odell 
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 75 members of the public, Mr David Sculley 	 
This is Alfed will be recording the meeting.
26/59. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
There were none.

26/60. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none

26/61. To promote the Councillors vacancies for the Parish Council, to highlight the importance that the Parish Council have sufficient Councillors to act on behalf of the Parish
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council have 6 vacancies at present.  The Chairman asked for anyone that is interested in joining the Parish Council to contact the Clerk.  The Clerk stated that the Parish Council will be able to do so much more for the Parish, with the correct number of Councillors.  A Councillors role is voluntary and with more Councillors should only take up a few hours a week, plus 10 meetings within a year, it is also very important to the future of Parish Councils to prove that they are proactive and are well supported by local residents.  If a Parish Council fall below a legal sum of members, it will not be able to act on behalf of its Parish.  This could result in a Town or other Parish Councils from a neighbouring area taking responsibility of the Parish, with only one Councillor from the Parish acting on the whole Parishes behalf.

26/62.  To discuss Stratland’s proposal for outline application for 110 dwellings with access via Trunpike Road Land North of Turnpike Road SP7 9NT
The Chairman introduced this agenda item, noted that this is for the public to be aware that this is a proposal from Stratland’s, not an official planning application.
The Chairman introduced Mr David Scully.  Mr David Scully firstly stated that the Village Hall are in a similar situation as the Parish Council due to having a low member on the Village Hall Committee and if anyone is interest in supporting the Village Hall to contact David Scully direct.
Mr Scully gave a presentation regarding this proposal for outline planning for 110 to 116 dwellings.  Details are noted below:
· Many people may think that the site is near the school, but in fact it is closer to Port Regis school entrance
· The proposal is for a site outside the existing settlement boundary; The August 2026 National Planning Policy Framework has changed that conversation. It does not make every edge-of-settlement field developable, but policy S5 now gives clear routes for some development outside settlements, including housing where there is an evidenced unmet need and the site is physically well-related to an existing settlement. That means a council without the required five-year housing land supply, or with a Housing Delivery Test result below 75%, can materially improve the prospects of some sites. Location, landscape, Green Belt, highways, flood risk, heritage, ecology, infrastructure and the actual design still matter. 
· He raised a concern over the area for the proposal being on a flood plain
· The proposal included a car park for parents that are dropping children off to attend St Mary’s school.  It was noted that not all parents use the carpark at the village hall to its full compacity, so would a new carpark be used?
· A concern was raised over the entrance/exit to the proposed estate, for safety reasons
· A further concern raised was over whether people will be able to walk safely from the proposed site into the Village
· The original Neighbourhood Development Plan excluded this site for proposed development, this was because Dorset Council had rated the site as inappropriate for development.
· The wildlife, for example bats, water voles might be affected
· From such a large development, 106 rules will come into place, for funds towards village projects
The Chairman The following additional comments were raised by the residents present:
· No infrastructure to support such a large development
· The site seems to be a good site for development, but for a lot fewer houses
· It was felt that Stratland’s should have attended the public meeting to answer questions, as the information provided on their leaflet is not sufficient
· It was also felt that Stratland’s have not fulfilled their public consultation requirement for proof to Dorset Council planning team when applying for outline planning
· It was felt it was overdevelopment of the site
· Noted that the proposal includes social housing 
· It was noted that Dorset Council have provisionally allocated the Parish 464 housed over the next 10 years (but the current draft Dorset Plan is having to be restarted due to new Government policy)
· The increase of traffic this development will produce is concerning
· In answer to a query about whether St Mary;s school would be able to provide spaced for the children from the proposed new estate, a member of the Governing body confirmed that they are acutely undersubscribed at the moment.
Cllr Craigmile tabled another application that Statland’s have produced for another area, but with a lot of similarities to the Motcombe proposal.  The details can be viewed at the Test Valley Council website planning  portal, application number 25/02539/OUTS.
Cllr Dunlop confirmed that if and when the Parish Council receive an official planning application for outline planning, it will be advertised on the Parish Council website, notice boards and social media for the Parish.  if the application is received between Parish Council meetings, a special public planning meeting can be arranged or the Parish Council can request an extension for when comments are required to be sent back to Dorset Council, to ensure that residents and Councillors have sufficient time to consider the application.  Cllr Dunlop stressed that once the outline planning is submitted, the importance for residents to send their comments direct to Dorset Council.
Members of the public requested that the notes from this meeting should be forwarded to Dorset Councillors to ensure they are aware of the proposal and acknowledge the concerns raised before they receive an official planning application.  This was agreed.
The Chairman stated how important it is for residents of the Parish to be aware of the work being undertaken to produce an updated Neighbourhood Development Plan for the Parish.  The plan is being produced by volunteers in the Parish.  It was reported that a survey for residents to have their say will hopefully be published within the next few weeks.  Please ensure you respond. A vote was taken of those opposing this proposal.  The vast majority of residents present were not in support of the proposal.

26/63. To consult on proposal for 20MPH Zones within the Parish
The Clerk tabled the proposal that the Parish Council are considering applying for some areas in the Village to have a speed reduction to 20MPH. The areas in question are along Bittles Green, from the existing speed indicator device to the three-way junction, then from the three-way junction, past the school to the national speed limit sign.  Also from the three-way junction with Bittles Green along The Street to the village shop.  Another area is for all of Shorts Green Lane.  An additional area for a speed reduction from the national speed limit to 30MPH is along the whole of Frog Lane.  After debate, the majority of residents present agreed with the proposal for areas to be reduced to 20MPH and to request Frog Lane is reduced to 30MPH.  This matter will now be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.

The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 10th of November 2026 at 7pm in the Clock House at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 20.30
Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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