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 Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 9th of June 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:     Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr J Odell, Cllr R Craigmile and Cllr W Dunlop

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 4 members of the public. Dorset Councillor B Ridout and Kerri from This is Alfred
This is Alfred will be recording the meeting.

Public consultation period.
It was noted that the pole that houses the SID has finally been replaced.

26/17. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr Rogers and Dorset Councillors Cllr C Woode and Cllr V Pothecary sent their apologies.

26/18. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none

26/19. Co-option for new Councillor
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council entitlement for councillors is 11 and at the moment there are only 6 Councillors representing the whole of the Parish.  It was agreed to put a request to the Village for more Councillors in the Villager and the Parish Councils Face-book.  It was also noted that two residents have expressed an interest in becoming a Councillor, which is great news and look forward to seeing them at the meeting in July and September.

26/20.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 12th of May 2026
Cllr Mouncey proposed the Minutes of the 12th of May 2026 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Odell, all in favour. The Chairman signed the minutes.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 12th of May 2026 (26/20, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To discuss matters regarding Calves Lane:
The Parish Council received an email from a resident regarding the issues with traffic along Calves Lane. A request for signage to be erected each end of the Lane, stating not suitable for large vehicles and a width restriction placed on it.  Further information was then reported that Brickyard Farm have made an entrance along the Lane, which is being used for motorhomes and caravans to enter a caravan site on their land, instead of using the main entrance to Brickyard Farm.  Concerns were then raised that the Parish Council could recall seeing any application for a new entrance to be constructed along Calves Lane for this purpose and was not aware that there was a proactive caravan site on the land at Brickyard Farm.  It was agreed for the Parish Council to investigate this in more detail and report the necessary findings to the relevant authorities at Dorset Council. The Clerk will also contact the road safety team at Dorset Council for them to visit Calves Lane, to see whether any safety measures were feasible.												Action – Clerk
To discuss Fly Tipping/Dens in the Meadows:
Cllr Mouncey reported the following:
Members of the public had reported that dens had been up in the plantation area of the Meadows.  There has been mixed views on dens in the Meadows.  It was agreed that it is good for children to get off their phones etc, go out of their bedrooms, and play outside, there has to be some responsibility, and whether the Meadows is an appropriate place for building dens, especially in the plantations.  The front field is available for anyone to play on.  The Meadows have dual function as a site for nature and a site for people to enjoy. To keep the right balance between the two is a bit of a tightrope, especially with increased dog ownership.  The plantations provide a wildlife refuge, nesting sites etc and the potential for a rich understory as the tree density is not too crowded. The very invasive Ragwort & Himalayan Balsam have been removed from the site, including the plantations, in recent years.
Four wheelbarrow loads of material from one of the plantations was removed last Saturday afternoon - old chairs, garden tools, plastic sheeting/netting, lots of string, pieces of manufactured wood and a large sheet of corrugated iron. Trees had branches half broken or snapped off, one tree had the bark stripped off. Many holes had been dug and there was broken sheet glass scattered on the ground. The following day an 8ft ladder in one of the other plantations was found, plus string etc, with more damaged tree branches. The Chairman had retrieved other material from the main den site earlier in the week. It has all been moved offsite to prevent it being reused, as this matter can be dealt with officially as fly-tipping on private land.
Twice the signs that had been put up regarding this matter had been destroyed. After further debate, it was agreed to amend the existing notice, with the rules for people using the Meadows, to include no den making will be produced.  It was also agreed for Cllr Mouncey to write an article for the Villager and MPC website describing the history of the Meadows, and the conditions of use that the Parish Council have a duty of care to ensure is followed.  

26/21.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.  
The main items raised were as follows:
· Community Conversations – this is a key priority in Dorset Council’s plan, to work more closely and effectively with communities across Dorset, including Town and Parish Councils, local voluntary and community organisations and statutory partners such as health.  Further details will be provided once received.
· Rules for Dogs in public places – Dorset residents, visitors and businesses re being invited to share their views on the rules for dogs in public spaces, including beaches and green spaces. A Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is a legal tool to help keep public places safe and enjoyable for everyone.  The consultation can be found using the following link: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dog-public-spaces-protection-orders
· North Dorset Waste Facility – When driving along the A350, on the Blandford Forum bypass, you may have noticed the construction of the new North Dorset Waste Facility, which is due to open Spring 2027, replacing the existing household recycling site in Blandford.
· Popular Dorset Podcast – ‘Second Nature:  Down in Dorset’ podcast – co-hosted by local farmer Tim Gelfs and nature podcaster Lizzie McLaughlin, the series brings together farms, residents and environmental groups to discuss key issues affecting Doret’s countryside.
· ‘Raggy’ the ragwort remover –   showing what goes on at the Dorset Innovation Park near Wool, with its NATO-acredited BattleLab collaboration centre.  ‘Raggy’ an autonomous smart farm robot, developed to detect and remove ragwort, will begin field trials at a range of farms and land across Dorset throughout the summer.
· ‘Let it Bloom this June’ – following ‘No Mow May’, ‘Let it Bloom in June’ carries on the idea for another month.  This could mean leaving a strip of lawn to grow, giving a quiet corner of your garden a break or letting a patch of green space at work grow more naturally.  
· 

26/22.  Finance
To approve the payments for May 2026. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Odel and seconded by Cllr Mouncey to approve the payments on the schedule for May 2026 for the sum of £3786.12, all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for May 2026 (26/22 – current account)
The bank reconciliation was agreed.

26/22.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
The Parish Council had not received any planning applications in May.
Cllr Dunlop reported the following:
Planning application for 43 The Street has been refused by Dorset Council.  
Planning application for 24/25 Bittles Green has been approved by Dorset Council.
Cllr Dunlop will monitor any progress regarding the refusal of planning permission for the Land along Turnpike, which was refused in December 2025, and the applicant has 6 months to appeal it or submit a new application, neither of which have been received by the Parish Council to date.

26/23.  Chairmans report.
The Chairman confirmed that the new pole for the SID has been erected and the solar unit has been resited on the pole, so the SID can be correctly operated.
 
26/24.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
It was agreed that the Clerk will work with Cllr Craigmile on updating the Parish Council website.
The Neighbourhood Development Plan group are working on the site assessment, using data from Dorset Council SHLAA (Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment).  The group will be meeting next week and    in due course the group will present details of progress to the Parish Council.
Cllr Mouncey reported the following: 
Allotments –there have been some allotment holders parking their cars on the grass outside the allotment area, instead of using the car park. This was very quickly resolved by Nick Green, the new Chair of the Allotments Association emailing all members reminding them to use the carpark except in exceptional circumstances. 
It was once again reported that there a lot of overgrown hedges in the village, that are obstructing footpaths and roads.  The Clerk will produce another letter that will be delivered to the homeowners asking for them to cut back their hedges to their property boundaries to meet Health and Safety requirements.  A note of who had received the letter will be recorded and if no action is taken, information will be sent to Dorset Council for them to enforce the landowner to adequately maintain their hedges.						Action - Clerk

26/25.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
Received an email from Low Carbon confirming the following:
· The community benefit funding that has been agreed annually, will commence in the next month.
· The planting around the site will commence in October 2026.

Cllr Odell reported the sad news that Mr Stedman – ex Councillor, has sadly passed away.  The Parish Council send their condolences to his family and friends.
Asked the Clerk to chase up the request to Dorset Council for re-painting the lines at the junction at Elm Hill, along with stop signs and replacement of the 30MPH sign, that has been knocked down.  This is a very busy junction, and a lot of people do not realise they have to give way, causing a lot of near misses. Action – Clerk

The Chairman withdraw standing orders to allow a member of the public to speak

At this point a member of the public reported that he has personally complained to Dorset Council regarding their Highways Department.  The member of the public reported that Highways had not attended any meetings regarding the Biodigester at Wessex Farm, and they believed Highways have given incorrect information in their report on the application. The resident has received a response from Dorset Council, acknowledging the complaint.  The main point was that the Highways had calculated there would only be an increase in traffic of 1.3%, but analysing traffic data and the figure in the application shows the traffic increase could be as high as 23%. 

Standing orders were re-instated.

26/26.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – Officers roles, Calves Lane, Matters arising from this meeting.


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 13th of July 2026 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 19.50pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Document Date Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

01/05/2026Nicola Phillips so Clerks wages May 1,429.98 £   

01/05/2026Lloyds bank dd monthly sub cost 4.25 £           

01/05/2026HMRC dd  Paye/Ni/Tax April 479.64 £       

01/05/2026N Phillips Clerks expenses May 68.49 £         

01/05/2026Vision ICT SSL Certificate for website 60.00 £         

01/05/2026Motcombe Memorail Hall Hall Hire 1012 46.90 £         

01/05/2026Alfie Burt  grass cutting cont 1475 441.66 £       

01/05/2026Nest Pension  180.00 £       

01/05/2026Hindon Fencing AP Motcombe Meadows 1,075.20 £   

Total for May 3,786.12 £   
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