NDP Steering Group Presentation to Motcombe Parish
2nd September 2026
Questions and Answers
1. Site 13 (Shorts Green Farm) was turned down on appeal so why is it being proposed again?
RW: It’s a fair point that you make but I think it is relevant to all sites. Previously we had few red lines: not in the conservation area or outside of the settlement boundaries and we only need 3 to 4 houses per year. But we now need to look at sites which were rejected for whatever reason. We now need more houses and referring to Julian’s point: if we produce a plan which shows modest or tiny amounts of housing with no regard to current targets it will get rejected. If the principle reason for rejection has been mitigated there’s no reason why the site cannot be reconsidered.
2. With reference to the Turnpike site of 111 houses would it not be fairer to allocate more houses to other sites? I thought we wanted to avoid a big estate being built?
RW: I think our original thinking was about 40 dwellings but we’ve since learnt from the owners of the site that they’re thinking a lot more than that. So we’re not suggesting this site should be 111 but we’ve put that range in because that’s what might be submitted.
3. On the census we have about 480/490 households so effectively we’re doubling the size of the village in the next 10 years. So an additional 46 households every year?
JS:	The Dorset Local Plan which came out last year allocated Motcombe as a Tier 3 Village 463 houses. As far as I’m concerned and the way things have developed that was a “kite”- lets flush out what people think on all this. Building 46 houses per year as against 3 previously is a non-starter in this current economic and construction sector environment. But there are targets to meet and if you’ve been listening to what’s been going on in the news since Parliament started they’ve been banging the drum on that and council housing as well. You’re not fighting government policy, you’re seeing how it works down through the local level and down to us at the micro level.

4. How have we got to doubling the size of 1 small village in Dorset?
JS: I’ll come on to that in a minute. 
5. In the context of a winter where we have double the average rainfall what do you actually mean by flooding?
RW: Well I think it’s when water enters a house. I can’t really give a technical answer to that question. But we do have proper flood assessments in the village. If we’re having sites put forward in the flood risk area then clearly flooding is a risk that might or might not be able to be mitigated. 
JS: When we had those surface water flooding events in October 21 & 22 the rate of arrival of the rainfall was the main problem on top of that a lot of the ditches and brooks were blocked as they had not been maintained and the water meadows were not actually operating as water meadows. The Environment Agency has done a lot of work since then to mitigate that but it’s still a problem with flashing. If you look at what’s happened this summer we’ve had 2 months plus of hard baking days etc and if we get torrential downpours now we’re going to get problems with surface water. That flashing is our problem: we’ve got areas in the village which are more prone to it but in other areas there’s no problem at all.

6. Business and Enterprise section: does it include transport?
JR: It doesn’t specifically but it will touch on parts of it.

7. Amenities and Services: what about the allotments?
CS: It’s an amenity and obviously that’s something that’s valued by residents and we would want to continue that value. If more land was wanted for more allotments then that would be something that would be up for discussion. It’s part of the feedback we would need back from the village as to where they see value in current and future amenities.
8. Would the bus service form part of the amenities or would it be one of the other areas?
CS: It sort of straddles. I think it’s something that as a group we’ve put under environment?
JS: Community issues: traffic, roads and transport.
CS: That’s not to say that a bus stop with a cover over it might not be an amenity that we might want to look at in the future. That’s why as a group we’ve been given our sub sections but we are looking at this holistically. We are not doing this in silos and there is quite a lot of overlap between certain areas 

9. You’ve put some timescales on that slide there. What’s your level of confidence around attaining that timescale?
JS: The supposition of the last neighbourhood plan made in 2019 was that it would last until 2031. What sits with the Local Authority’s SCHLAA is a 5 year pipeline to prove that we have enough houses - which means that we have to review every 5 years. So, we can come up with a 10 year plan for sites and a build if you like (you could phase it if you wanted), but that might be overruled by 1. Central Government or 2. the requirement to maintain a 5 year pipeline. As we understand at the moment that’s where things sit. You’ve got the realities of UK economics and construction sector at the moment and the drag that they are feeling on that process. So there are a lot of things in play. What we’re thinking about is that every 5 years we need to update. Does that answer your question?
You reiterate the timescales but what about confidence in achieving them?
JS: As for confidence I don’t know until we actually get the plan out and it’s gone through regulation 14 and 15 and gone to referendum. If we end up with something that’s 51% / 49% within the village we’re going to have to do a lot more talking and thinking. Essentially it sits with Motcombe Parish residents. You make the decision. We are just the method by which you can make the decision. So as to levels of confidence I think once we’ve seen the final plan I can do something better on that. 
10.  It was mentioned that there are approximately 25 businesses operating in Motcombe. Is there a directory for this group of people that can be identifiable to all of us? As a relative newcomer to the village it would be useful to have in the future.
JR: So there isn’t a directory currently unless anybody knows better. In the past there has been a directory which has gone out as part of The Villager once a year but there’s possibly an opportunity for somebody there but I don’t think anything exists at the moment. 
JS: In the 2019 NDP there is a list of businesses which we will be updating. 

11. Given the issues with sewage infrastructure is there any consultation with the water companies whether they could sustain the level of building that’s proposed?
JS: If you’re the landowner of a site you would have to go through all of that at the time and it goes out to consultation. 
