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Community Conversations – this is a key priority in the Council plan, to work more closely and effectively with communities across Dorset, including Town and Parish Councils, local voluntary and community organisations and statutory partners such as health.  Throughout the summer, ‘Community Conversations’ will be taking place, with the purpose of building on previous conversations and to understand how Dorset Council can work more closely and effectively with communities.  The council area has been split into cluster areas and we are within cluster no 10, including Ashmore, Bourton, Buckhorn Weston & Kington Magna, Compton Abbas, Fontmell Magna, Gillingham, Melbury Abbas & Cann, Motcombe, Shaftesbury, Sutton Waldron and The Stours. 
I queried the fact that Gillingham is rarely chosen to host such events and that public transport links make it difficult to reach other towns.  I was told that decisions about where to host events will be made collaboratively through engagement with local organisations within each cluster, taking factors such as transport links and accessibility into account. A cross-party panel has agreed the timeline for the ‘Community Conversations’ to be held between July and November. The conversations will inform policy options on such topics as Double Devolution, Neighbourhood Governance Models and changes to how Dorset Council works.  The outcome of which is to be considered by the Place and Resources Overview Committee in November.  This timeline aligns with necessary preparation for the English Devolution and Community Empowerment legislation coming into effect from January 2027.  
I understand that preparatory conversations have already taken place with Town and Parish Council Chairs, health partners, voluntary and community sector organisations and internal locality teams, including Public Health, Adult Social Care, Children’s Service and Highways.  All councillors will receive an update on Monday, 8th June.

Rules for Dogs in public places – Dorset residents, visitors and businesses re being invited to share their views on the rules for dogs in public spaces, including beaches and green spaces. A Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) is a legal tool to help keep public places safe and enjoyable for everyone.  The aim is to balance responsible dog walking with protecting places used by children, families and people taking part in activities, such as sports. The current dog PSPO has been in place for  three years  and due to expire at the end of the year.  The consultation is open until 7th August and is available online: https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dog-public-spaces-protection-orders   Paper copies will also be available in Dorset libraries or on request by calling 01305 221000.  Final recommendations will be considered by Dorset Council’s Place and Resources Overview Committee later this year.  This is important, so please take a look.

North Dorset Waste Facility – a bit out of our patch, but I thought I would add out of interest. When driving along the A350, on the  Blandford Forum bypass, you may have noticed the construction of the new North Dorset Waste Facility, which is due to open Spring 2027, replacing the existing household recycling site in Blandford. Not only will this be a ‘state of the art’ drive-through waste management facility, but a huge planting scheme will transform a former field into a woodland, helping to screen the new waste facility.  Thousands of native trees and hedgerows are being planted, creating new habitats and supporting wildlife.  Around 45-50% of the structure planting is now complete. A second phase of planting will follow ahead of the facility opening in the Spring of next year.  The scheme will deliver a 33% Biodiversity Net Gain. A wide range of habitats is being created to support plants and animals, including: native woodland and under-story planting; wildflower meadows and species-rich grassland, wetlands, ponds with sloping edges for safe wildlife access and swales; new double hedgerows to support bats and small mammals and log piles created from tree cuttings to provide shelter for reptiles, amphibians and hedgehogs.  Bat, bird and dormouse boxes are also being installed, alongside targeted measure to support endangered species of butterfly such as the White-letter hairstreak and Barberry carpet moth.  A large sustainable drainage system collects rainwater from roofs and hard surfaces, filtering it naturally through ponds and swales before releasing at a controlled rate. This helps to improve water quality, reduce flood risk and create additional wetland habitat.  The habitats will be protected and enhanced through a long-term (25 year) Landscape and Ecological Management Plan.  This sounds a great project and I’m looking forward to visiting the site, if just to see the biodiversity enhancement.

Popular Dorset Podcast – ‘ Second Nature:  Down  in Dorset’ podcast – co-hosted by local farmer Tim Gelfs and nature podcaster Lizzie McLaughlin, the series brings together farms, residents and environmental groups to discuss key issues affecting Doret’s countryside.  On the back of the success of the first podcast (a four-episode mini-series in February) exploring food, farming and nature, reaching the UK top 20, and ranked within the top 10-25% of podcasts worldwide, Dorset Council has agreed funding for the podcast to continue until at least November, with the potential for further episodes. You can find the podcast by searching “Second Nature: Down in Dorset”. 

‘Raggy’ the ragwort remover –  out of interest, showing what goes on at the Dorset Innovation Park near Wool, with its NATO-acredited BattleLab collaboration centre.  ‘Raggy’ an autonomous smart farm robot, developed to detect and remove ragwort, will begin field trials at a range of farms and land across Dorset throughout the summer.  It has been developed  by South West firm Robotriks in partnership with Dorset Council using funding from Qualcomm Incorporated, ‘Qualcomm for Good Initiative’. Ragwort is a poisonous weed to livestock, usually pulled by hand, which is labour intensive and costly but the plant also plays an important role in supporting wildlife, including pollinators such as bees and butterflies.  Control is therefore targeted, with plants removed in areas where there is a risk to grazing animals. ‘Raggy’ is an electrically powered platform, using advanced machine vision and connected technology to identify and remove ragwort mechanically at the root. This reduces the need for harmful chemicals, supports healthier soils and protects animals and habitat. 

‘Let it Bloom this June’ – following ‘No Mow May’, ‘Let it Bloom in June’ carries on the idea for another month.  This could mean leaving a strip of lawn to grow, giving a quiet corner of your garden a break or letting a patch of green space at work grow more naturally.  At this moment I have plenty of overgrown garden!  But, seriously, this will create food and shelter for bees, butterflies and other insects vital to the environment.  If you don’t want to leave your lawn uncut, then an alternative could be adding pollinator-friendly plants to your garden, balcony or window box.  They provide the much-needed nectar throughout the summer months.  If you are letting nature bloom this June, you can join the Nature Recovery Dorset network and share how you are helping nature thrive – you might also receive a free gift!  Anyone can join, individuals, schools, farms, businesses or community groups, with access to free resources and the opportunity to share successes, exchange ideas and inspire others.  You need to register to join. Go to: ‘Join the Nature Recovery Dorset Network’ on the Dorset Council website or email: LNRS@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for more information.
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