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‘Community Conversations’ – this is a 12-month programme to enable Dorset Council to work more closely with community partner organisations, with the opportunity for open, honest dialogue between Dorset Council, Town and Parish Councils, Ward Councillors, local voluntary organisations and statutory partners such as health.  The first community conversation in our area (Cluster 10) will take place on Monday, 7th September, 1-4pm at Motcombe Village Hall, followed by a second on Thursday, 15th October, 1-4pm again at Motcombe Village Hall.   Parish councils will be sent a link to book onto the event by Naomi Mason, Cluster Co-ordinator – Communities. 

Community & Culture Project Fund  - this fund is open until  30th September, 2026.  Open to ‘not for profit’ community groups including museums, arts heritage, physical activity, sport and play.  Small grants  ranging from £1,000 to £5,000 are available to support organisations to launch new activities or events that make a real difference to the lives of Dorset residents, especially those who are marginalized or disadvantaged.  For more information, email: communities@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk (non-cultural applications) or leisure@dorsetconcil.gov.uk (cultural applications).

Key4Me Scheme – this landlord incentive scheme launched in November 2024 by Dorset Council has helped more than 270 households across the Dorset Council area to be re-housed into the private rented sector.  The scheme supports landlords to house tenants, with ongoing assistance available from council’s landlord liaison officers and tenancy sustainment team. Tenants also have greater housing stability.  Flats, rooms and 1 to 5-bedroom houses have been let through the scheme, helping people to move out of temporary accommodation or avoid the risk of homelessness, giving them greater security. 

Mayoral Strategic Authority -  in response to the government’s invitation to express an interest in a Mayoral Strategic Authority, the leaders of Dorset, Bournemouth Christchurch & Poole, Somerset and Wiltshire issued a joint statement on 12th August, expressing a clear interest in becoming a Mayoral Strategic Authority.  Should this happen, it would give the partners of the Wessex MSA the powers and funding to improve transport, housing, skills, infrastructure and lasting economic growth. Currently, we are the only fully unitary region in England without a devolution arrangement.

Dorset Council UK WhatsApp – Dorset Council has launched a new Dorset Council UK WhatsApp channel, giving residents another easy way to receive news, service updates and important information directly on their phones.

Dorset Council Fund Finder – having only discovered this myself recently!  You can register with this and browse all available funding for your organisation.  
The link is: https://funding.idoxopen4community.co.uk/dorset/Register?

Annual Vote canvass – this is currently underway, so look out for a letter or email from the Electoral Services team and follow the instructions.  It’s important that the right information is on the electoral register, to enable voters to be ready to vote in any upcoming elections or referenda.  Any questions, please contact the elections team at: elections@dorsetcounci,gov.uk.

Solar and battery programme for homeowners and business – Dorset homeowners are being invited to explore whether solar panels and battery storage could help them generate their own renewable energy.  Dorset Council, in partnership with Switch Together, has launched a new round of this group-buying approach scheme to help homeowners access competitively priced solar and battery installations from trusted installers.  Last year the scheme helped over 200 households to reduce their energy bills.  Residents can register free of charge at www.switchtogether.co.uk/solar-panels/dorset until 25th September 2026. Following registration, residents will receive information about the scheme and details of next steps.  Homeowners can then decide whether or not they wish to accept any offer received. 

Meeting with Katherine Howe, CEO Dorset Council – all three ward councillors, myself, Cllr Val Pothecary and Cllr Carl Wood met with Katherine on Tuesday last week for an informal meeting.  In my time as a councillor, we have never had such a visit from the CEO. We spoke openly about local issues and how we think Dorset Council could improve the lives of residents in the Gillingham area and Katherine told us about her aims and ambitions for Dorset Council.  Following which, we showed her around Gillingham, visiting the current development to the south of the town.

Preventing Homelessness – Dorst Council has secured £1.1m to help prevent homelessness and rough sleeping.  Working with voluntary can community organisations, housing providers and health partners, the funding will be used to help people access safe accommodation earlier, improve homelessness prevention services, and deliver new accommodation for those with a long-term history of rough sleeping.

Local Government Boundary Commission - new ward boundaries are being proposed for the Dorset Council area and residents and organisaions are invited to share their views on the proposals.  The independent Local Government Boundary Commission is carrying out the review to make sure councillors represent a similar number of electors.  Draft proposals include 84 councillors across a mix of single, two and three-member wards. Public consultation is open until 9th November 2026.  The Boundary Commission has a dedicated section on its website where people can see the detail of the proposals and comment on the names of wards and their boundaries.  You can also give your views by email: reviews@lgbce.org.uk and by post:  Review Officer (Dorset) LGBCE, 7th Floor, 3 Bunhill Row, London EC1Y 8YZ.

Big Future Surve – Children and young people in Dorset aged 18 and under are being invited to share their experiences, ideas, hopes and concerns for the future through The Big Future Survey.  The survey being led by Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza. This is an important opportunity for our young people to make their views known.  The findings will help shape national conversations and decision about the issues that affect children and young people.  Topics include whether there are enough fun things to do locally, online safety, experiences at school, hopes and concerns for the future.  It’s anonymous and takes around 5 minutes.  The survey closes on Friday, 23rd October, 2026.  Go to the Children’s Commissioner website for the link to the survey or Google ‘The Big Future Survey’.
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