Meeting of Motcombe Neighbourhood Plan Group
13th   April 2026 at 7pm, Red House Farm
Present: 						Apologies:					
Julian Stinton (Chair)				George Butler		
Rebecca Sutherland (Sec)					
Jon Rose
Cat Smyth					
Richard Craigmile						
Mark Smith
Richard Williamson
Will Dunlop

Outcomes and Actions 

1. Review of Actions from last meeting:						  											Action
Go Fund Me Page now live. Poster with QR code to go in shop	JR
				
2. Conflicts of Interest: 

F Burley who has put forward a Site of Opportunity known to RC 

3. Call for Sites: process

Sites from 3 sources: 2019 NDP, SHLAA and Call for Sites. All
sites to be reviewed from scratch.

Assessment Criteria proposed by RW and accepted by SG: some 
tightening up of definitions required and RW to update and 
recirculate.				 					RW

SG to carry out initial assessment: test run to be carried out on
“dummy site” (Will Dunlop’s plot). Site of Opportunity 
form to be completed and circulated to SG for scoring 
against criteria.								WD	


4. Communication Channels 

Group email to be used for all external contact with SG group. 
For internal communication within the group it was agreed to 
continue with personal emails and NDP Whatsapp group. 
Those who have resigned from SG to be removed from mailing list 
and Whatsapp Group.

5. AOB

RC shared an update on a description of the village of Motcombe 
for the MPC website which was agreed. A link to the Go Fund Me 
page to be added too.								RC


Date of next meeting: w/c 18th May?

ADDENDUM
Motcombe Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group Minutes 13th April

Clarification: 	Item 3. Call for Sites: Process. 
In advance of planned SG Site Assessment - and for the record - the SG agreed upon the following Site Assessment Methodology and Governance:
The Steering Group considered the Site Assessment Methodology Briefing Note circulated in advance of the meeting and noted that the Plan has now moved into the site assessment and selection stage, following completion of the Call for Sites and consolidation of sites from the SHLAA, the 2019 Plan, and recent submissions.
The Group recognised that this represents a key stage in the preparation of the Neighbourhood Plan, requiring a process that is robust, transparent and capable of withstanding independent examination. 
Accordingly, the Steering Group: 
- Agreed a structured four-stage assessment process comprising site identification, initial sifting, detailed assessment, and final site selection. 
- Approved the proposed assessment criteria covering access, infrastructure, environmental constraints, heritage and landscape impact, settlement pattern, sustainability, deliverability and community benefit. 
- Endorsed the use of a Red/Amber/Green (RAG) scoring framework with consistent definitions and written justification. 
- Confirmed that all sites will be assessed on an equal basis from first principles. 
- Acknowledged the importance of agreeing the methodology in advance to ensure transparency and a clear audit trail. To ensure consistency and robustness, the Steering Group further agreed: - To undertake a pilot assessment exercise using a dummy site. 
- That refinements to criteria definitions will be agreed before full assessment. 
- That conflicts of interest will continue to be declared and managed. 
The Steering Group concluded that the methodology provides a proportionate, consistent and defensible framework.

Julian Stinton								21st April 2026
Chair

