Meeting of Motcombe Neighbourhood Plan Group
1st September 2025 at 7pm, Motcombe Methodist Hall
Present: 							Apologies:
Julian Stinton (Chair)					Trish Lever
Rebecca Sutherland (Sec)					
Richard Williamson						Absent:
Richard Craigmile						Jason Hood
Cat Smyth							Richard Bromley
Mike Smith							Phil Lever
Mark Smith
Will Dunlop
Jon Rose
George Butler
Outcomes and Actions 

1. Review of Actions from last meeting:																															Action
Budget: PC formally thanked for £800 allocation: no further funding available
until April 2026. No response from school as yet and Community Shop to review
our request at their meeting on 12th September.
Community Infrastructure Levy from Gillingham Solar Farm is a possible source 
of Funding. Contact N Phillips to request for NP					JR

Use of Motcombe Village Hall for meetings at no cost: to continue discussions
with D Scully										JS

Formation of sub-group focusing on Conservation Area: ongoing			Mike S

Investigations into best practice for community engagement (update from CS):
· Success measured by effort made to engage community rather than 
volume of responses
· Need to consider timing of issue of questionnaires as well as length of
time to be given to submit responses.
· Key factors: 	-identify relevant stakeholders
                    	 -consider needs of those without digital access
	          	-which partner agencies to include: police? schools?
	          	-referendum not a requirement but it adds weight
					
2. Ratification of NP Constitution & Conflicts of Interest Policy:

· NP Constitution to be amended to include requirement for 75% attendance 
at meetings to be quorate. JR to update and circulate draft for ratification
next meeting.										JR
· Conflicts of Interest Policy: ratified by Steering Group & to be published
on NP page of PC website.

3. Dorset Council’s LP Options and consultation:

Draft a descriptive piece outlining the challenges faced in 
Motcombe in adding 464 additional dwellings Dorset Council. 		JS

Before work is undertaken to produce this piece Phillip 
Reece to be contacted to ask if this would be admissible and also 
suggest a meeting with him to discuss.						JR

4.  An Integrated Plan for Motcombe & creation of sub-groups:

Although there will be considerable overlap as most NP issues are 
intertwined, JS has identified the following key areas for the NP which 
could be worked on by sub-groups to the Steering Group:

(1) Spatial Development: housing & infrastructure including paved 
roads/lanes, power, lighting, drainage etc  RW to lead. 			RW

(2) Amenities and Services: Schools, shops, meeting halls, church, 
proximity to Shaftesbury/Gillingham and their amenities/services etc
Note: Many of the concerns/comments on Motcombe FB page are 
around provision of education, health etc. Need to investigate the reality 
of these concerns. CS to lead. 							CS

(3) Environment & community: climate emergency, nature corridors,	
	      green spaces, cycle paths, flooding, care of the elderly etc.			TBA

(4) Business & Enterprise: attracting businesses to Motcombe,
including issues around connectivity.						TBA

Steering Group members to reflect and feedback on the above and consider 
which, if any, of these sub groups they may want to join.				ALL

5. Communications and the PC:

a) JS has received agreement from Liam Stacey that all communications related to
NP and Dorset LP should be made formally through the PC / informally through
WD and RC as appropriate.

b) Updates on FB on NP progress: not needed yet and to inform residents on key
stages only.

c) All Steering Group communications need to be via email to ensure there is an
auditable trail of information available.

d) Talk to Nicky Phillips to check progress of creating NP page on PC 
website.										RC

 Date of next meeting: Wednesday 24th September @ 7pm (venue TBC)















