Meeting of Motcombe Neighbourhood Development Plan Group
11th August 2025 at 7pm, Motcombe Methodist Hall
Present: 							Apologies:
Julian Stinton (Chair)					Mark Smith	
Richard Craigmile						Trish Lever
Rebecca Sutherland (Sec)					Phil Lever
Richard Williamson
Jason Hood
Cat Smyth
Mike Smith
Will Dunlop
Richard Bromley
Jon Rose
Outcomes and Actions 
1. Formalisation of NDP Group Membership:
Steering Group consists of those present plus those who have given apologies. Julian Stinton formalized as the Chair with thanks to Richard C for taking on the role on a temporary basis. Francesca Burney will not be a member of the Steering Group but has been asked by the Group to create a sub-page of the Parish Council website dedicated to the NP.

2. Review of Actions from last meeting:																															Action
Budget: JR has investigated possibilities from Dorset Council (no joy) 
Community and Culture Funding (awaiting new date for applications), 
Fundfinder (registered), Motcombe Village Hall (No), Motcombe Shop 
(on agenda next month)and will investigate Shared Prosperity and 
Go Fund Me. He will also contact Melbury Abbas and Cann NP 
Steering Groups for ideas.
Allocation of £800 from MPC to be formally requested					JR
(Including monthly update to MPC of our progress)

Ball-park figure of £5k budget to update NP anticipated at this stage.

Could save money by no charge for hiring Motcombe Hall for meetings : JH to 			
pursue.											JH

Call for sites process: advice sought from Dorset Council. JR reading 
Locality Guide for advice. Dorset SHLAA due to be released August 
2025 but delayed to end of 2025.



Community Engagement: 		The Villager - done
					Facebook post - done
					Sub-page of PC website: talk
					to Francesca B & Nicky Phillips			RC

Consultation Methods: Cat believes free version of Survey Monkey
should meet our needs. QR code links to PC website and hard copies for
those not online. Dummy test run for few members of steering group.

Review of Planning Apps to Dorset. JS identified 4 “live” apps as well as
looking at previous apps withdrawn or rejected which could re-surface.

Formation of sub-group for Conservation Area: Mike S will form this. Mike to
Check Dorset Council website for key information on Conservation Areas and areas 
around their boundaries as well as talking to Irwene Minster as they have experience 
of this issue.											Mike S

WhatsApp Group for Steering Group : set up

3. Project Overview								  

JS has identified 2 NPs as examples of best practice: Wing, Rutland and 
Puddletown, Dorset. He has also identified key aspects of successful NPs: 
Details to be emailed to Steering Group							JS

In order to review the objectives and vision of the updated NP JS 
requested all Steering Group members to email him by 15th August with a
few lines on priorities for Motcombe, views on what residents want as well
as what it is and how it should develop.							ALL

4. Update of Constitution

Generally thought to be fit for purpose in it’s current form but Jon will
review against Peter Mouncey’s update and circulate a revised draft
for comment.											JR

5. Declaration of Interests Log
RW has drawn up a log sheet which will be referred to at the beginning of each meeting (agenda item). 
Form to be emailed to the Group							RW


6. Further Actions

Ongoing investigations into best practice for community engagement	.	CS


Date of next meeting: Monday 1st September @ 7pm (venue TBC)















