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Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 8th of September 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:     Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr S Rogers, Cllr R Craigmile, Cllr J Odell

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 7 members of the public.  Dorset Councillors  Cllr C Woode, Cllr B Ridout and Cllr V Pothecary
This is Alfred will be recording the meeting.

Public consultation period.
The following points were raised:
Mr Peter Davis, Chairman of Motcombe Allotment Association introduced himself.  He stated that the Allotments are all being kept well and all plots are now being managed by allotment holders.  The Chairman thanked Mr Davis for coming along to the meeting.
A question was raised from a member of the pubic regarding the recent Neighbourhood Development Plan public meeting, where it was stated that he site maps will be aviable on the Parish Council website.  Cllr Craigmile reported that once the Power-point slide is available, it will be sent to the Clerk to publish on the Parish Council website.
A member of the public asked if the Parish Council have received any update on the caravan still sited on Land at Turnpike Road.  The Clerk confirmed that she has not received any update from Dorset Council.  It was agreed for the Clerk to contact the enforcement team and planning team at Dorset Council asking for an update as soon as possible.  Dorset Councillors Cllr B Ridout and Cllr C Woode will be copied in on the correspondence for their support.										Action – Clerk

26/38. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr W Dunlop sent his apologies.

26/39. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none

26/40. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none
The Parish Council have 5 vacancies for Councillors.

26/41.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 21st of July 2026
Cllr Mouncey proposed the Minutes of the 21st of July 2026 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Rogers, all in favour. The Chairman signed the minutes.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 21st of July 2026 (26/41, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To update matters regarding Calves Lane – The Clerk confirmed that a meeting will be held with the new Highways Officer from Dorset Council before the next Parish Council meeting, where along with other concerns Calves Lane will be discussed.  It was also agreed for the Parish Council to talk to the owners of camp site that has created a new access along the lane for caravans to enter a site, as there are no records of permission from Dorset Council for this new access and this is the main concern.  			Action – Clerk/Chairman
To discuss matters raised over the increase in road collisions on the A30 Sherborne Causeway – The Clerk confirmed that Dorset Council road safety team will be conducting a route analysis of the A30 - this takes place on routes that have flagged as having a high injury collision rate per mile. The extent for this analysis is from Shaftesbury to the Somerset border near Henstridge and will include the Lox Lane junction. The Parish Council is waiting for an update on their analysis and recommendations.
The Clerk re-iterated how important it is for the general public to report any near misses, accidents directly to Dorset Council using the following link.  More reports that Dorset Council receive, the more evidence they have to action areas of concern. https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/news/tell-us-about-small-collisions-or-near-misses-to-help-us-target-road-improvements

26/42.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.  
The main items raised were as follows:
‘Community Conversations’ – this is a 12-month programme to enable Dorset Council to work more closely with community partner organisations. 
Community & Culture Project Fund - this fund is open until 30th September 2026.  Open to ‘not for profit’ community groups including museums, arts heritage, physical activity, sport and play.  
Key4Me Scheme – this landlord incentive scheme launched in November 2024 by Dorset Council has helped more than 270 households across the Dorset Council area to be re-housed into the private rented sector.  
Dorset Council UK WhatsApp – Dorset Council has launched a new Dorset Council UK WhatsApp channel, giving residents another easy way to receive news, service updates and important information directly on their phones.
Dorset Council Fund Finder –You can register with this and browse all available funding for your organisation.  
The link is: https://funding.idoxopen4community.co.uk/dorset/Register?
Solar and battery programme for homeowners and business – Dorset homeowners are being invited to explore whether solar panels and battery storage could help them generate their own renewable energy.  
Preventing Homelessness – Dorst Council has secured £1.1m to help prevent homelessness and rough sleeping.  
Local Government Boundary Commission - new ward boundaries are being proposed for the Dorset Council area and residents and organisations are invited to share their views on the proposals.  
Big Future Surve – Children and young people in Dorset aged 18 and under are being invited to share their experiences, ideas, hopes and concerns for the future through The Big Future Survey.  

26/43.  Finance
To ratify the payment for July and agree the payments for August 2026. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Rogers and seconded by Cllr Mouncey to ratify the payments for July for the sum of   £2744.37 and approve the payments on the schedule for August 2026 for the sum of £3267.98 all in favour.     
RESOLVED: Ratify the payments for July and agree the payments for August 2026 (26/43 – current account)
The bank reconciliation was agreed.

26/44.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
P/VOC/2026/04328 - 24 Bittles Green – amended plans -No objections
P/PAPA/2026/04324 – Land at Bloomers Farm – Form private way – No objections
P/FUL/2026/02669 – Calves Lane Farm – Change of use – No objections, but concerns and comments were raised and forwarded to the Planning Team
P/PABA/2026/04175 – The Old Kennels – erection of agricultural building and access – No objection
P/CLE/2026/04751 – East Coppleridge Farm – certificate of lawfulness, duly noted.

26/45.  Chairmans report.
Thanked Cllr Mouncey for standing in to present the prizes at the Gardening Club event.
Motcombe Neighbourhood Development Plan steering group held a public open meeting.  It is so important for residents to come along and have their say on the proposed amended NDP for the Village.  
Has spoken to Dorset Waste Partnership, ordering the road sweepers for the Village.  A notice will be out on Motcombe Facebook page once the date for the sweeper has been confirmed, to notify people to not park on the road, to enable the sweeper to do its best to clear all of the main roads.
The Clerk confirmed that she has booked the drain cleaners for the Village, especially along Bittles Green, as there a lot of drains full if mud.

26/46.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Odell reported the following:
· Attending a meeting of Motcombe Village Hall Committee. It was reported that the extension to the Village Hall carpark has been completed and to hopefully encourage parents dropping their children off to school to park in it, rather than along the road outside the school, to help relieve road congestion at school run times.
· A question was raised about the canvas shelter in the recreation group, of how it was funded.  It was noted that funds had been released from Motcombe Charity Group to purchase the canvas shelter.  The furniture under the shelter was already the property of the Village Hall. The cost was reported to be £12,000.  The shelter is put up for the summer and will be taken down in the next few weeks.  It was also noted that security cameras have been installed, to help prevent any unsociable behaviour, including dog fouling.
Cllr Mouncey reported the following: 
· Meadows - The main fields were cut, baled and the bales removed from the site in late July. The contractor has expressed interest in undertaking a similar cut next summer.
Since the cut took place, there has coincidently been an increase in dog poo left behind, mainly on the paths, so the red can is in use again for the first time since the late spring. It is felt the existing signs are not doing their job, so have asked our Clerk to try and source bigger ones. Possible contamination was a concern of the contractor cutting the fields, so it is vital that we get dog owners to pick up.
The orchard has also recently been mowed, and our contractor for normal monthly mowing has agreed to also undertake a late spring cut at no extra charge. The hedges round the front field, and the one on the left-hand side of the allotments will have the annual trim in early autumn. Sometime soon, Scottish & Southern Power will be cutting back the sallow trees under their power line that follows the mainstream across the front field. Also, Wessex Water have recently accessed the site to identify the location of their drain covers across the field below the car park.
The latest issue of the Villager includes the article on the history of the Meadows.
· Allotment Association - Attended their AGM, held on site during the recent eclipse! All is in good shape with a waiting list for plots. The then current chair stood down, being replaced by Peter Davies. The Committee was re-elected. The Committee proposed an increase in site fees to £35, the first increase in 15 years, which was passed by members. Cost for water has increased significantly in recent years, exacerbated by the drought conditions in the last two summers.  Perhaps due to the drought, rodent infestation has become a big problem this year. Whilst it was agreed that expert help was needed, members voted for a poison free solution. After meeting I put the new Chair in touch with a pest control expert living in the village.
They expect to apply for a grant from MPC next year, having for gone last year’s as their contribution towards the cost of the hedge removal.
The new Chair plans to feature a copy of the Villager article in their indoor area to remind members of how the site came into being, and the wider context.
· Rights of Way - The bridle way from New Lane to Coppleridge was finally cut by the Rangers in late July. The Rangers have assured that spring/autumn dates for the two annual cuts under the Service Level Agreement will be in the timetable of tasks for future years. A replacement bridge has been installed by the Rangers on the bridleway going up to Coppleridge. Have also asked for resurfacing from the junction of the two bridleways and the new bridge to be included in the Rangers budget for next year as this becomes extremely muddy each winter.
· Finally, the consultation on the future strategy for rights of way in Dorset can be found at https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/rights-of-way-improvement-plan if you would like to contribute. This ends in October, Cllr Mouncey has already contributed his views.
· Dorset Council car parking strategy - Attended via Zoom one of the ‘listening’ sessions held to hear the views of local councils on the proposed new car park strategy which will go out for public consultation in November. Key points:
· Part of a new local ecosystem to manage travel and transport.
· New machines will be installed in all Dorset Council car parks. These will continue to take cards and cash and be LED lit. Whilst the new machines will collect number plate data, car parking will not be numberplate controlled for payment. This is part of replacing the existing legacy systems across Dorset.
· When car park lines are repainted, an additional 20cm is being added in width to each space as cars increase in size. This will result in slightly fewer spaces per car park.
· Community based decisions is a key part of the strategy. Each town council will be able to have a say over the parking strategy, and tariffs, in their town. For example, Gillingham TC is concerned that due to Sunday parking fees, the congregation attending Catholic church services now held in the old Methodist church building, are causing problems for local residents by parking on street. Parish councils can have an input about their local towns.
· A key strategy is to encourage use of under-used car parks, the example being the under-used park & ride in Weymouth compared with a full Pavilion car park. Where this fails, alternative use might be the future for under-used sites.
· In areas with high levels of new housing, expansion of facilities might be considered, if possible, but part of the strategy is to improve alternative community transport opportunities, an example raised being the need for a direct bus service connecting Blandford with Wimborne.
· The strategy includes a review of the current residents parking permits scheme. 
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
· The Neighbourhood Development Plan public meeting was attended by about 50 people.  It is so important for local residents and businesses to attend the public meetings.  The steering group are continuing to work on the amended plan.
· It was noted that the national speed limit sign from entering Frog Lane off Bittles Green, is not in place.  There used to be a sign showing 30MPH from Frog Lane end onto Bittles Green, with the national speed limit sign on the other side.  The Clerk confirmed that many years ago, the sign had been broken and not replaced.  At the time, it was felt that this would not be followed up, as advertising the national speed limit coming of a 30MPH limit may encourage traffic to drive faster through Frog Lane.  After debate it was agreed for the Clerk to obtain confirmation for Dorset Council, that Frog Lane is in a national speed limit or as it states on other sites, it is a 30MPH area. 					Action – Clerk
· There are areas within the Parish that could be applied for restriction in speed limit.  The Clerk will speak to the Road Safety Officer at Dorset Council for their guidance on where they feel what areas would be considered for a reduction in speed, before applying for the necessary surveys and applications. 												Action – Clerk
· Reported that the poor state of the road in Willow Way, that has been reported it getting worse.  The Clerk will chase Highways Department up at Dorset Council.				Action- Clerk
· Has been invited from This is Alfred, to report on waterways and streams and will also remind residents to keep their hedges cut back.

26/47.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
· Vision ICT are working on a design and estimate to upgrade the Parish Council website.
· Dorst Council have agreed to paint Slow signs at the junction heading towards the Coppleridge and repainting the faded lines, along with replacing the missing 30MPH sign, that Cllr Odell requested and to a request for a give way sign has been submitted.
· A notice to remind residents to cut their hedges back, is being published in the villager.  A letter has been produced, which will be delivered in September to properties with overgrown hedges encroaching the roads or footpaths.

26/48.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – Matters arising from this meeting – Co-option for new Councillors


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 13th of October 2026 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 20.12pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips Clerks wages July 1,506.26 £       

Lloyds bank dd Bank charges 5.09 £               

N Phillips Clerks expenses July 68.49 £             

Motcombe Memorail Hall Hall Hire 36.85 £             

Alfie Burt  Grass Cutting 1518 441.66 £           

Nest Clerk pension 160.80 £           

HMRC dd  Paye/Ni/tax July 525.22 £           

July Payments  £       2,744.37 

Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Mr G Banks Refund on error for NDP pay 485.00 £           

Mrs N Phillips Clerks wages August  1,805.58 £       

Donation for NDP NDP 1,008.59 £   

Lloyds bank dd Bank charges 4.25 £               

Nest Clerk pension 160.80 £           

HMRC dd  Paye/ni/tax Aug - £                 

BDO LLP External Audit 252.00 £           

N Phillips Clerks expenses Aug 68.49 £             

Motcombe Memorail Hall Hall Hire NDP 13.40 £             

Alfie Burt  Grass cutting 1538 441.66 £           

Motcombe Memorail Hall Hall Hire NDP 36.80 £             

August Payments 3,267.98 £       
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