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 Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 17th of March 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:     Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr J Odell, Cllr R Craigmile, Cllr W Dunlop and Cllr S Rogers
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 5 members of the public. Dorset Councillor B Ridout and Dorset Councillor C Woode


Public consultation period:
A member of the public reported on a possible breach of planning on land at North End, between Colburn House Farm and Willow Cottage.  It was reported that hedges have been removed and hard standing erected on the site.  Local residents contacted Dorset Council planning enforcement team over 6 months ago, unfortunately they have not received any positive response.  It was noted that the landowner has now erected a large wooden frame structure, which has been fixed into the hard standing.  The Vice Chairman requested that all of the photos and site information is forwarded to the Clerk, who will contact the planning enforcement team at Dorset Council direct and also copy the email to Dorset Councillors B Ridout and Dorset Councillor C Woode.

25/93. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr L Stacey – Chairman sent his apologies and Cllr Burney did not attend.

25/94. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

25/95. Co-option for new Councillor
The Vice Chairman reported that the Parish Council entitlement for councillors is 11 and at the moment there are only 7 Councillors representing the whole of the Parish.  No one came forward at this time.

25/96.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 10th of February 2026
Cllr Odell proposed the Minutes of the 10th of February 2026 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Dunlop, all in favour. The Vice-Chairman signed the minutes.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 10th of February 2026 (25/96, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To confirm: A letter has been sent objecting to the proposed closure of Mere Fire Station – the Clerk confirmed that they acknowledged the letter of objection.
To confirm: An email has been sent to Dorset Council asking for their TRO to be updated – Dorset Council TRO team confirmed that the police have not highlighted Motcombe as one of the areas that need to be changed.
To confirm: Details of fly tipping off Homefields in Shaftsbury have been forwarded to the environment team at Doret Council – the environment team at Dorset Council have the details for them to investigate.
To consider: Grant applications – the following applications were discussed and proposed for approval by Cllr J Odell and seconded by Cllr S Rogers, all in favour.
· Allotment Association 			£200.00
· Home Start				£200.00
· Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance	£200.00
RESOLVED: to award grants to the above from 2025-2026 budget (25/96a grants and donations)
The Vice-Chairman raised the matter for new fencing in the Meadows, under health and safety.  Cllr P Mouncey tabled a quote from Hinton Fencing to erect fencing at either end of the drainage ditch for the sum of £1075.20.  Cllr S Rogers proposed that the fencing be erected, this was seconded by Cllr Odell, all in favour.
RESOVLED: to instruct Hinton Fencing to erect the safety fencing around the ditch, for the sum of £1075.20(25/96b – Motcombe Meadows)

25/97.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.  The main item raised was the new operations service for the recycling centre in Shaftesbury.

25/98.  Finance
To approve the payments for February 2026. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr S Rogers and seconded by Cllr P Mouncey to approve the payments on the schedule for February 2026 for the sum of £2648.70, all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for February (25/98 – current account)
Cllr S Rogers agreed the bank reconciliation via email.

25/99.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
P/LBC/2026/00823 - Lawn Bridge – works and repairs to undercut training wall & replace fencing – no objections
P/HOU/2026/01450 – September Morn – erect extension (demolish existing) – no objection
P/TRC/2026/01219 – Moot Cottage – to fell an Oak Tree – the Parish Council object to this application, the tree is a healthy, mature oak prominently located in a conservation area and contributing to the character of that area. There is no threat to the property that would not be eliminated by the crown reduction that has already been approved.
P/FUL/2025/04692 – Wessex Farm, Sherborne Causeway – Anaerobic Digestion facility – note to Councils that this application will be considered by Strategic Planning Committee on the 24th of March 2026 at County Hall Dorchester.  Cllr P Mouncey will speak on behalf of the Parish Council, re-iterating the objections to this application and Dorset Councillor V Pothecary will speak on behalf of the ward.

25/100.  Chairmans report.
Nothing to report.

25/101.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Odell reported the following:
Had attended the Village Hall Committee meeting, where it has been confirmed that they have appointed a contractor to extend the car park, and any excess soil will be used for re-wilding around the recreation area.
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
Had attended a Speed Annual Conference, where it was noted the importance of the speed watch teams, as the data taken is not just used for speeding, information can be used for improving road safety and monitoring vehicles of interest.  It was also noted that the Speed Watch data inputting, will be changing, to improve its efficiency of reporting speeding vehicles.  Cllr Craigmile suggested training co-ordinators on the necessary training to give new Speed Watch members, which would release the police time, and also would ensure new members are trained a lot quicker than at the present time.
Cllr Mouncey reported the following:
· The trees in the orchard have been pruned.  The Shaftsbury Refugee group have donated a Bramley apple tree in memory of one of their group’s members.  The planting has taken place, with several refugees and the Refugee group members attending.
· Waymarking has been put up through Littledown estate, showing the revised right of way, but there have been insufficient signs for the new footpath, this has been reported to Dorset Council Rangers.
· Has reported broken stiles on the footpath from Larking Glass to Northend.
  

25/102.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
Received a letter from a resident at Shorts Green Lane, regarding drains getting blocked on a regular basis outside his home and he tries to clear the mud and vegetation, but is an elderly gentleman and is finding it difficult to remove overhanding foliage to gain access to the drain then to dig out the soil from the channelling and grill.  It was agreed that the Parish Clerk will request the drains and gullies are cleared out.  Unfortunately, Dorsets Council do not have a schedule of works for this operation, so the Clerk will request the road cleaner and drain cleaner on a regular basis.

25/103.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – TBC


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 14th of April 2026 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 19.45pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

Lloyds DD Service Charge 4.25 £               

N Phillips DD Clerks wages Feb 1,131.82 £       

Nest Clerk pension 140.80 £           

Alfie Burt Grass cutting 441.66 £           

Dorset Council  SLA agreement 482.58 £           

HMRC DD paye/ni/emp ni Jan tax 379.10 £           

N Phillips Clerks expenses Feb 68.49 £             

Total for February  £       2,648.70 
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