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 Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 10th of February 2026 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:    Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr J Odell, Cllr R Craigmile, Cllr W Dunlop 
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), There were 17 members of the public, Keri from This is Alfred.
This is Alfred will record the meeting
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Councillors for attending.

Public consultation period:
A resident from Homefields in Shaftsbury expressed concerns over his neighbour who is storing rubbish, scrap at the back of the property, which is increasing on land owned by Allard’s, which is in Motcombe Parish.  This matter was raised a few years ago, where Dorset Council visited the site and at that time the rubbish/scrap was not excessive and was also being stored within the resident’s property.  Concerns were raised of that is being stored there, as the surface water runs down, across the field and into the stream.  The Clerk will contact Dorset Council environment team again and the fly tipping team for them to investigate and action.    Action - Clerk
Concerns were raised over the very poor state of the roads from the village towards Semley.  The Chairman confirmed that Dorset Councillors have contacted Wiltshire Council and the Clerk has also reported the state of the roads on Wiltshire Councils website.
A request for the Parish Council to contact Wilts and Dorset Fire service, to express their objections for the proposed closure of Mere Fire Station.  This was agreed.					Action – Clerk
A representative from the Speed Watch team asked for the Parish Council to contact Dorset Council requesting that they update their TRO, Traffic Regulation Orders, as the police have informed the Speed Watch team that it is out of date and due to it not being clear, it is difficult for the police to enforce speeding. The Parsh Council agreed.								                                      	Action – Clerk
Mr Julian Stinton, Chairman for Motcombe Neighbourhood Plan Steering group, introduced himself and read out a detailed introduction for residents regarding the process for updating the Neighbourhood Plan.  The full introduction will be available to see on the Parish Council website.  Cllr J Odell asked if the group would consider producing a list of members on the group, for those residents that do not use internet or look at the notice boards.  If people know who are on the group, more people may approach them when they see them around the village.  The group agreed they would consider this action.  Regular update on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan is advertised on the Parish Council website and in the Villager.  Notices are put on notice boards around the village and in the shop.  This is an important document and needs the input from the residents of the Parish, so please have your say and look out for the questioners and open meetings.

25/82. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr Burney, Cllr Rogers and Dorset Councillors Cllr B Ridout, Cllr V Pothecary and Cllr C Woode sent their apologies 

25/83. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

25/84. Co-option for new Councillor
The Chairman reported that the Parish Council entitlement for councillors is 11 and at the moment there are only 7 Councillors representing the whole of the Parish.  With restricted numbers, it restricts the time where actions on matters arising.  The more Councillors the Parish has, the more can be done for the Parish. 

25/85.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 9th of December 2026
Cllr Mouncey proposed the Minutes of the 9th of December 2026 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Dunlop, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 9th of December 2026 (25/85, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To agree: Fund raising page for Neighbourhood Plan Group – it was agreed by all Councillors that the Parish Council will hold the funds (raised) on behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan Group and will also discuss with the group, a clause for any underspends/funds left after the Plan has been completed, to its allocation.	RESOVLED: for the Parish Council to hold the funds on behalf of the Neighbourhood Plan Group.
To remind: Residents to have their hedges cut back before nesting season starting the end of MARCH.  The Chairman will once again visit residents that have not cut their hedges back sufficiently, they need to be cut back to the boundary of the property.  This will be monitored, as those residents that have already been contacted by letter or visited by the Chairman and have not managed their hedges, will be reported to Dorset Council or enforcement.

25/86.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained from the Clerk

25/87.  Finance
To agree the payments for December 2025, which was agreed vias email and to approve the payments for January 2026. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Mouncey and seconded by Cllr Odell to agree to ratify the payments for December 2025 for the sum of £2202.97 and approve the payments on the schedule for January 2026 for the sum of £2222.97, all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for December and January (25/87 – current account)
Cllr Rogers agreed the bank reconciliation via email.

25/88.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
P/HOU/2026/00505 - Oak Tree Cottage, Shorts Green Lane – single storey extension – no objection
P/VOC/2026/00522 – Hunters Lodge – demolish stable and erect 1no dwelling – no objection
P/FUL/2025/07617 – 6 Wincombe Business Park – replace window and gazed screen – no objection
P/FUL/2025/07233 – Old Brickyard Farm – change of use – duly noted
P/FUL/2025/07296 – Thanes Farm – demolish barn replace with dwelling – no objection
Cllr Dunlop reported that the solar farm application has not as yet had a decision from Dorset Council.  It was also noted that the application for the caravan site near Turnpike has been refused by Dorset Council but the applicants have 6 months to appeal.

25/89.  Chairmans report.
The Chairman reported that the finger post near Turnpike Kennels needs repairing and he is willing to do those repairs. The Chaiman reported that a resident from North End of the Parish has asked of the Parish Council would consider helping towards supply a defibrillator for that end of the Village.  The Clerk will check with the Coppleridge to see if they have a defibrillator that is accessible 24 hours a day and will report back.  This will be considered in the new financial year if the Copplerridge do not have a defibrillator.

25/90.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Mouncey reported the following:
A tree has fallen across the footpath, near the footbridge in the Meadows.  Cllr Mouncey and the Chairman will investigate and if possible, remove it from the footpath.
There has been quite a few trees fallen in Kingsettle Wood across the footpath but have been small enough to be dealt with.
Concerns were raised over the state of the safety fencing over some of the concrete bridges in the Meadows.  Cllr Mouncey will obtain quotes for these to be replaced.
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
The potholes up through the hollow have been reported and are marked on Dorset Council work to be completed.
The flood defence system is doing its job well and highlights the flooding of home in 2021 was not just due to very heavy rainfall but that the defence system had been blocked.  Due to the installation of cameras, the defence system is monitored for any blockages. 
Requested that the Parish Council website is updated, to make is easier for people to use.  The Clerk confirmed that she will have more time to work on the website after May, due to increase in hours and will work with the Councillors to improve the website.

25/91.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
The road markings on the three-way junction have been painted, and Dorset Council will do the other work and new linage in the spring.
The pole for the SID is on a work schedule at Dorset Council and should be replaced very shortly.
The noticeboard outside the Village Hall will be temporarily removed very soon for refurbishment.

25/92.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – TBC.


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 17th of March 2026 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 19.57pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

Alfie Burt Grass Cutting 1392 441.66 £           

N Phillips Clerks wages Dec 1,131.82 £       

Nest DD Clerk pension Dec 140.80 £           

HMR DD Paye/ni/emp ni  379.10 £           

N Phillips Clerks expenses Dec 68.49 £             

Motcombe 

Memorial Hall Hall Hire 36.85 £             

Lloyds Bank Service Charge 4.25 £               

December   £       2,202.97 

Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

Alfie Burt Grass cutting 1406 441.66 £           

N Phillips SO Clerks wages Jan 1,131.82 £       

Lloyds Bank DD Service Charge 4.25 £               

N Phillips Clerks expenses Jan 68.49 £             

Nest DD Clerk pension Jan 140.80 £           

HMRC DD Paye/ni/emp ni Dec 379.10 £           

Motcombe 

Methodist  Hall Hire NDP 20.00 £             

Motcombe 

Memorial Hall Hall Hire  36.85 £             

January 2,222.97 £       
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