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 Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 11th of November 2025 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:    Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr J Odell, Cllr M Mason, Cllr R Craigmile, Cllr W Dunlop and Cllr F Burney

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), Dorset Councillors There were 94 members of the public present.  
This is Alfred and Cllr M Mason is recording the meeting

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and expressed thanks to the Councillors, as they are unpaid volunteers, giving their time for the wellbeing of the Parish.

Public consultation period:
A member of the public stated that the remembrance service conducted on Sunday was well organised and well attended.  The Chairman thanked Cllr P Mouncey for laying the remembrance wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.  It was suggested that perhaps a road closure should be applied for next year, to stop the traffic going past whilst the service is being held.
A member of the public reported that Dorset Council have not made their decision on the planning application for the caravans to be sited on land near Turn Pike.  It was also noted that the Parish Council have not expressed their comments on this application.  This will be discussed under planning.
The Clerk reported on behalf of a resident of the Parish, the sad news that a dog had attacked two sheep, which did not survive the attack.  The Clerk re-iterated the importance of dog owners, ensuring their dogs are under control at all times and kept on leads around livestock and other dog walkers.  The Clerk suggested that everyone should be aware of the rules of the Country Code and also for dog owners to check on the updated Dog Order rules.
The Chairman took this opportunity state that the Parish Council have 3 vacancies, for Councillors.

25/62. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr Rogers, Cllr Burney and Dorset Councillors Cllr B Ridout, Cllr C Woode. and Cllr V Pothecary sent their apologies.

25/63. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

At this point the Chairman withdrew standing orders to allow the public to speak to agenda item 7, anaerobic digestion facility ancillary infrastructure. 
The Chairman welcomed representatives from 1st Estate and invited them to give details of the proposed application.  The Chairman also noted that the notice that had been put up around Shaftesbury and surrounding area, was not from the Parish Council and the information included on the notice was not correct.
The following are the main points were raised and discussed.
· The reason behind choosing this site is that it is directly over a main gas supply where the gas and was considered to be a site with low visual impact..  There is a very detailed landscape plan, which shows the visual impact from the first year to allow trees to grow over the next 15 years. There should not be any visual impact for surrounding areas.
· Concerns over additional HGV  traffic – it was confirmed that a full detailed report and survey has been completed and Dorset Council Highways department have not expressed any concerns.  There will be conditions set out on the planning application, if approved, which the company will be required to apply to.  It was confirmed that the highest volume of predicted HGV traffic entering and exiting from the A30 on to the development will be in the 3 months of high season, the movement will be 78 HGV, 39 in, 39 out, the other 9 month reduced to 42 HGV 21in, 21out. The company is working on deliveries from within a 15-mile radios, but to begin with, deliveries will be coming from further afield, to get sufficient stock to get the digestion plant up and running. The haulers will be bound by contract on their movements, which will be monitored by the Company. There will be two passing areas off the entrance of the A30, so that HGV’s will not be required to park on the A30.  There will also be holding areas on site for HGVs to wait off the main road.
· It was confirmed that size of the domes, 12 meters hight, 2 meters of which will be under ground level. 
· One of the other main concerns is the potential smell around the valley.  Due to the design of the structures, and surveys carried out, it is felt there will not be any smell from the digestion plant and the lorries delivering the grass, maze, silage, slurry and processed straw will be required to have their trailers covered and will enter a closed building, which is air controlled, and is closed before unloading the materials.  It was noted that the bio product left over will be used for fertilisers for farms.  The efficiency of the digestion plant should leave the bio product odourless.  The storage of excess materials will be kept under approved covering until it is needed to be used, and the smell from that would be that same as silage storage off any farmer’s land.
· Another main matter raised was the lack of notification and information from Dorset Council on the planning application for those residents that live locally to the proposed site or those that it could affect. The Clerk will forward these concerns on to the Dorset Councillors for Motcombe Ward.
· The safety of the anaerobic digestion facility was also raised.  It was noted that the company have very strict health and safety requirements that all staff are required to follow.  
· Full details of all reports and the application can be viewed on Dorset Council planning portal using planning application no P/FUL/2025/04692.  If anyone has any comments positive or negative, please have your say on the planning portal.
· If this application is approved by Dorset Council, the conditions that will be set out from the planning team and the environment agency will have to be abided by and if anyone has any concerns that any of the conditions are not being followed these can be reported directly to Dorset Council enforcement team, the environment team or the Environment Agency.
Standing orders were re-instated.
The Chairman thanked the representatives from 1st Estate and members of the public for attending the meeting.

25/64. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.
and ensure that everyone in the Parish is kept up to date with matters within the whole of the Parish.

25/65.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 14th of October 2025
Cllr Dunlop proposed the Minutes of the 14th of October 2025 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Craigmile, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 14th of October 2025 (25/65, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
To approve precept-budget for 2026-2027
The Clerk had circulated a proposed budget and precept for 2026-2027, which Cllr S Rogers has also approved.  Firstly, the Councillors agreed to increase the Clerk hours from 14 hours a week to 18 hours a week.  After further debate the Councillors requested that the proposed budget for the Neighbourhood Plan should be set at £3000.00 and the grant awards reduced to £1500.00.  The Clerk will go back and work out the cost implications for residents and a full detailed budget/precept proposal for December’s meeting.

25/66.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be viewed on the website or a copy obtained by the Clerk

25/67.  Finance
To agree the payments for October 2025. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Mouncey and seconded by Cllr Dunlop to agree to pay the payments on the schedule for October 2025, all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for October on the schedules (25/67 – current account)
Cllr Rogers agreed the bank reconciliation via email.

25/66.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
P/FUL/2025/04692 – Wessex Farm - anaerobic digestion facility – The Parish Council will take into account comments and concerns raised by the public to make their decision and comments on this application.
Cllr Dunlop reported that the Parish Council will make a comment on the following application, highlighting the concerns raise by residents. P/FUL/2025/02587 – Land at Turnpike Road - Retain change of use of land for the siting of 2no. static caravans & 2no. touring caravans.  Residents are also still able to comment on this application.

25/67.  Chairmans report.
The Chairman re-enforced the importance for dog owner to ensure their dog are under control at all times, as he had been involved in an incident himself with a loose dog that did not return to its owner when called.

25/68.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Mouncey the following:
· The broken gate at North Hayes farm has been reported for urgent action.
Cllr Craigmile reported the following:
· There has been no update from Dorset Council regarding flooding matters in Motcombe.  
· The attention ponds at Redrow development at Shaftesbury are still fenced off, but no works to improve the water flow coming off the development into Motcombe have been completed to date.
· A reminder that people that live near the streams in the village to keep the banks clear of debris and not to put anything in the streams.
· The Neighbourhood Development plan group are meeting regularly and have produced a call for sites document for those that are interested in offering their sites for development.  Well done to the group.

25/69.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
Nothing to report.

25/70.  Items for the next meeting’s agenda and date of next meeting – Budget – Planning.


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 9th of December 2025 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 21.15pm

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

Alfie Burt Hall hire 441.66 £          

N Phillips SO Clerks wages Oct 1,131.82 £       

Alfie Burt Grass cutting 1363 Oct 441.66 £          

HMR DD Paye/ni/emp ni 379.10 £          

Nest DD Clerk pension Oct 140.80 £          

Motcombe 

Memorial Hall Hall Hire 36.85 £             

N Phillips Clerks expenses Oct 68.49 £             

Microsoft 

Subscription  Subscriptions 104.99 £          

Lloyds Bank SO Subscriptions 4.25 £               

Totals Octobers

2,749.62 £        
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