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 Motcombe Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at Motcombe Village Hall, The Pavillion
On Tuesday the 14th of October 2025 at 7.00pm
The minutes are not Verbatim
Present:    Cllr L Stacey – Chairman, Cllr J Odell, Cllr M Mason, Cllr R Craigmile and Cllr W Dunlop

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk), Dorset Councillors Cllr C Woode. There were 50 members of the public present.  
This is Alfred and Cllr M Mason is recording the meeting

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and expressed thanks to the Councillors, as they are unpaid volunteers, giving their time for the wellbeing of the Parish.

Public consultation period:
A member of the public asked for an agenda item to be added for the next Parish Council meeting in November, for an update on the flooding in Motcombe.  This was agreed.		               Action - Clerk
A member of the noted that some areas in Gillingham have been awarded 20MPH, what is the update on the Parish Council request for 20MPH in some areas of the village.  It was confirmed that this process will be included in the public consultation from the Neighbourhood Development Plan group, as evidence needs to be obtained that the residents are in favour of a 20MPH within the village before the Parish Council can apply for it.

25/52. To receive and accept apologies of absence.
Cllr P Mouncey – Vice Chairman, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Burney and Dorset Councillors Cllr B Ridout and Cllr V Pothecary sent their apologies.

25/53. Declaration of Interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

25/54. Co-option for new Councillor
The Chairman stated that there are three vacancies on the Parish Council and if anyone is interested in joining the Parish Council, please contact the Chairman or Clerk.  The more Councillors the Parish have representing it; more can be achieved.  As there were so many residents attending the meeting from the outskirts of the Parish, the Chairman expressed how beneficial it would be to have a Councillor that could represent these residents and ensure that everyone in the Parish is kept up to date with matters within the whole of the Parish.

At this point the Chairman withdrew standing orders and moved to agenda item 7 – Planning

25/55.  Planning – review of working group recommendations
[bookmark: _Hlk211425308]P/FUL/2025/04692 – Wessex Farm - anaerobic digestion facility - The majority of the residents present had attended to table their comments on the proposed Digestion Facility.  After debate the following concerns were raised and the actions from the Parish Council agreed:
· Light pollution from gas flare, that would affect the Dark Skys area and bat habitation
· The noise pollution from the facility, that would echo through the valley
· Concerns over water pollution, as there are freshwater streams that run near the area
· Concerns over the smell from not only the facility, but the lorries carrying the waste that will be used 
· The increase in traffic coming and going, off an already busy road and line of site for vehicles entering and exiting from the site onto the A30
· Lots of other concerns were raised and it was also noted that the communication from Dorset Council and the applicants had not been sufficient, as local resident only found out about the application by reading the local notices on posts.
· The Parish Council agreed to invite 1st Estate Services to hold a public meeting or to attend the next Parish Council meeting on the 11th of November 2025, to enable the resident to ask their questions and air their concerns and objections.  The Parish Council will also ask Dorset Council for an extension on the time to officially respond to this application, to allow those residents that had not had time to look at the application in full to have their say.  A petition was handed to the Parish Council, who will send it off to the Planning Officers at Dorset Council along with a request that this application should be seen by a full committee at Dorset Council, rather than one officer.  Dorset Councillor C Woode was present at this meeting and will air the residents and Parish Council comments regarding the lack of communication from the Planning Department.
· If anyone wishes to view or comment on this application, they can do so by using https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning/planning-application-search-and-comment and refer to planning application number P/FUL/2025/04692.
Cllr Dunlop has taken notes of all of the concerns and objections raised.  Cllr Dunlop proposed that the Parish Council object to this application, on the grounds of concerns raised by the public and correspondence that has been received via email, which was a very detailed report of why this application should not be approved. This was agreed by all Councillors present.	
[bookmark: _Hlk211425454]RESOLVED: Motcombe Parish Council object to planning application P/FUL/2025/04692 – Wessex Farm - anaerobic digestion facility. (25/55 – planning) 

At this point the Chairman re-instated standing orders.
P/FUL/2025/04319 - Thanes Lane Yard- change of use – no objection
P/CLE/2025/05473 – Half Moon Stud – Certificate of lawfulness – no objection
P/FUL/2025/05676 – 24 & 25 Bittles Green - No. 25 Erect two-storey side extension.
No. 24 Formation of new vehicular access. No. 24 & 25: Erect two storey rear extension – no objection

25/56.  To agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting dated the 9th of September 2025
Cllr Odell proposed the Minutes of the 9th of September 2025 are a true record of account, this was seconded by Cllr Dunlop, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to agree the minutes of the 9th of September 2025 (25/56, no budgetary requirements) 
Matters arising:
· Update on process to form Neighbourhood Development Plan steering group – Cllr Craigmile reported that the steering group are meeting every three weeks and are investigating the best approach to consult with the residents of the Parish to obtain their views on the proposes to update the plan.  Due to Central Government withdrawing funding support for updating and developing Neighbourhood Development Plans, the group are looking at other options to obtain funds to pay for professional consultants and other costs that are incurred to update the plan.  A public consultation drop-in session will be arranged in due course, this will be advertised throughout the Parish.
· Request residents comply with the rules of keeping their hedges cut back of footpaths/rights of way and highways – the Chairman reported that he has visited some residents to request that they maintain their hedge line, so that it does not protruding over footpaths/rights of way and highways.  Some of the residents in the village have been managing their hedge lines very well, but there are still some areas in the village that need attention.  Please can you ensure you cut your hedges back to the hedge line, as it is the perfect time to do it before March when there are restrictions in place for hedge cutting (unless it is a health and safety matter)

25/56.  Report from Dorset Council Councillors.
Dorset Councillors reports can be seen on the Parish Council website or a copy obtained from the Clerk.
Cllr C Woode expressed the importance of residents responding to Dorset Councils draft Local Plan.  Dorset Council have extended the time for responses on the plan.  The Local Transport Plan consultation will now close on Monday 20 October and the Local Plan consultation will close on Friday 31 October. 
Everyone can respond by either emailing ltp@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for the Local Transport Plan - or -
planningpolicyconsult@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk for the Local Plan - or -visit the council's website https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/dorset-is-changing  for other ways to complete the consultations. 

25/57.  Finance
To agree the payments for September 2025. Details listed below:
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It was proposed by Cllr Stacey and seconded by Cllr Craigmile to agree to pay the payments on the schedule for September 2025, all in favour.     
RESOLVED: the payments for September on the schedules (25/57 – current account)
Cllr Rogers agreed the bank reconciliation via email.

25/58.  Chairmans report.
The Chairman had nothing further to report that the SID (speed indicator device pole had been knocked down by a vehicle.  Unfortunately, the driver of the vehicle has not come forward to report it, so the Parish Council will be required to pay for a new pole.  The SID devise was undamaged.  The Clerk will instruct Dorset Council to replace the pole.								Action – Clerk
The Chaiman reported that he had met with Cllr Derek Beer Chairman Dorset Council Bus Users and Stakeholder Group Chairman North Dorset Transport Action Group to discuss proposed improvements for the bus service through the Parish.  They are looking at ways to improve the bus stop area at Elm Close, to enable the bus to turn around, rather than having to reverse into the cul-de-sac.  It has also been suggested that a covered bus shelter could be erected at Elm Close.  The Parish Council would be asked to contribute to the cost of a bus shelter if it was felt necessary to have it erected.  The Councillors stated they are in support of looking at ways to improve the bus services within the Parish but had concerns over paying for a bus shelter at Elm Close.  The Chairman will take comments back to Cllr Derek Beer.

25/59.  Councillors Reports:
Cllr Stacey reported on behalf of Cllr Mouncey the following:
· All of the hedges have been cut back along the front field, in the ‘wild’ area and adjacent to the allotment site.
· A broken gate on the field behind the Village Hall has been replaced and a jammed catch on the gate at Frog Lane Farm has been repaired.
Cllr Odell reported the following:
· Had turned up for the Village Hall Committee meeting, to find out that the meeting had been changed to the Friday and expressed that she had not been informed of the change of date and was unable to attend on the Friday.
Cllr Mason reported the following:
· The project for the new footpath through the church, for children to be able to use to access the school, is still progressing forward and are looking for funds to complete this project.

25/60.  Clerk’s report and additional correspondence.
Nothing to report.

25/61.  Items for the next meetings agenda and date of next meeting – Budget – Planning.


The Parish Council meeting will be held on TUESDAY the 11th of November 2025 at 7pm in the Pavilion at Motcombe Village Hall. There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 20.35

Signed by the Chairman…………………….............................................
Website - www.motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
Email – motcombepc@motcombeparishcouncil.org.uk
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Name Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Dorset Council  Precept 20,045.53 £ 

HMRC DD Paye/ni/emp NI/pension jul 379.10 £           

Lloyds Bank dd Service Charge 4.25 £               

N Phillips dd Clerk wages for Sep 1,131.82 £       

Alfie Burt Grass cutting 1345 450.00 £           

Nest dd Clerk pension Sep 140.80 £           

N Phillips Clerk expenses Sep 68.49 £             

Motcombe Memorial Hall hall hire 280848 29.25 £             

Motcombe Methodist Church hall hire NDP 20.00 £             

Total Sep 25

2,223.71 £        
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