Motcombe Parish Council
Report – March 2025
Flood Risk Team Report
Following the rain at the end of February, it was noted that a constant heavy stream of water was running across the Hollow near Thanes Lane and down the southern side of the Hollow. This continued into the following week, so on Monday, February 24, Cllr. Craigmile visited the Redrow site at Blackmore View to check the main infiltration basin, located just above the bend at the top of The Hollow. The basin has large fissures in the base and an area that appears to have subsided. 
Cllr Craigmile revisited on the morning of 26th February when it was raining. There was a significant amount of water leaving the pipes feeding the basin, but it quickly disappeared into the ground. Three basins are shown on the drainage plans, along with buried infiltration tanks, all located close to the edge of the hillside. The drainage strategy seems to rely on the elevated position of the site to drain water away. It is not attenuated using either man-made or natural methods.
After discussing the findings with Cllr. Burney, Cllr. Craigmile has spoken to the Flood Risk Management (FRM) engineer at Dorset Council about our area. He expressed concerns regarding water runoff from fields down the highway and the potential impact that excess water may have on the stability of Motcombe Road.  It was agreed that a meeting with Highways should be organized. The Clerk followed up on this, and Cllr. Burney also contacted Simon Hoare MP, who has offered his support.
Our concern has always been that water from the site is directed to the edge of the hill overlooking Motcombe instead of being managed in localised areas across the entire site. Water could be forming underground channels, likely increasing the speed at which it flows into Motcombe’s waterways, as well as raising local groundwater levels. Drainage strategies for developments should not permit water to leave the site faster than it did prior to development. We believe this is not the case with Blackmore View, which could potentially place additional strain on the flood alleviation scheme as well as on our waterways and groundwater.
Since the heavy rain event on February 26, the water flow around the top of The Hollow has changed, with water now running from the bank on the north side of the downhill section and less heavily from near the junction with Thanes Lane.  We suggest that the additional water may have caused the higher part of Motcombe Road to deteriorate due to the softening of the subsurface levels, rendering an already thin tarmac surface unable to support traffic properly.
We are seeking support from departments within Dorset Council, Wessex Water, and the Environment Agency to investigate the long-term effects of Odyssey's drainage strategy for the Redrow site. If additional flood protection measures are deemed necessary, they will be implemented as soon as possible. 
The pages at the end of this report are extracts from the planning drawings submitted by Odyssey.  The six different infiltration basins and tanks are circled in red

We are unsure whether Wessex Water has accepted the surface water drainage system at Blackmore View, including the open infiltration basins that seem to have experienced water damage. They are set to adopt the buried infiltration tanks.
We believe that the drainage strategy as constructed at Blackmore View has significantly disadvantaged Motcombe. The homeowner at number 8 Church Walk has reported that groundwater ingress has occurred on three occasions over the past winter, which is unusual.
While water has remained within the flood alleviation scheme this winter, any blockage caused by debris flowing down the waterways could lead to another major flood event, as occurred in 2021. The possibility of flooding in Motcombe cannot be dismissed without improvements in surface water management at Blackmore View and updates to the flood alleviation scheme to address climate change and the increased water flow from the higher reaches of our catchment area. 
We feel that we need to robustly highlight our concerns to all agencies and seek their assistance in mitigating the risk of flooding. Had attenuation tanks with flow restrictions been installed at the development instead of infiltration basins and tanks, the volume of water entering Motcombe would have been spread over a longer period.
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