Motcombe Neighbourhood Development Plan - January 2026

Call For Sites.

We invite landowners, developers, and agents to submit sites for small-scale, well-integrated, and sustainable development. Proposals should respect the findings of the 2019 Strategic Landscape & Heritage Study and reflect community priorities such as flood resilience, the safety of school children, and improved parking provision.
Motcombe Parish is updating its Neighbourhood Plan to help shape how the village evolves over the next twenty years. The Parish Council has established a Neighbourhood Plan Development Steering Group (“the Steering Group”), made up of interested and committed members of the village community.
The formation of the Steering Group was advertised within the village, and there is still an opportunity for others to join; new members would be very welcome. The Steering Group meets regularly and is chaired by Julian Stinton, following elections held within the group. The group takes its constitution and governance responsibilities seriously, and any conflicts of interest are declared and recorded where appropriate.
Under Dorset Council’s 2025 Local Plan Options Consultation, Motcombe remains designated as a Tier 3 Larger Village, expected to accommodate proportionate growth within a Flexible Settlements Policy framework. Changes in legislation and an overall increase in housing demand nationally mean that more homes will be required in our village. Our aim is to ensure that village residents have as much say as possible in shaping the future of Motcombe.
In particular, we welcome:
Small, contained parcels that respect the village’s existing form and avoid intrusion into key views or open ridgelines.
Design-led proposals using local materials, appropriate heights, and strong green boundaries.
Schemes that deliver wider community benefits, particularly improvements to drainage, school access, and parking. Schemes that provide local employment opportunities.
Well-connected sites with continuous pavement access and/or strong walkability.
Low-impact, future-proofed sites that enhance biodiversity and energy efficiency.

Submission of a site and inclusion within the Motcombe Neighbourhood Development Plan does not imply allocation or planning approval.
Motcombe Neighbourhood Development Plan – Site Submission Form

Please complete one form for each proposed site and return it by Friday 6th February to motcombe-ndp-steering-group@googlegroups.com

Site Reference (Steering Group use):
	

	 

	 



Site Address / Location:
	

	 

	 



Current Use:
	

	 

	 



Proposed Use:
	

	 

	 



Site Area (ha/ac):
	

	 

	 



Indicative Capacity (no. of dwellings):
	

	 

	 



Landowner Name and Contact Details:
	

	 

	 



Agent (if applicable):
	

	 

	 



Timescale (0–5 yrs, 5–10 yrs, 10+ yrs):
	

	 

	 



Access (existing or proposed):
	

	 

	 



Infrastructure (water, electricity, drainage, broadband):
	

	 

	 



Known Constraints (flooding, heritage, ecology):
	

	 

	 



Topography / Agricultural Land Grade:
	

	 

	 



Proposed % of affordable housing:
	

	 

	 



Relationship to Village Pattern and Character:
	

	 

	 



Opportunities for Sustainable Design:
	

	 

	 



Potential
	

	 

	 


 
Community Benefits:
	

	 

	 




	

	 

	 



Additional Supporting Information:
	

	 

	 



Additional Criterion – Wider Network Capacity: Site assessments must take account of the ability of the wider transport and drainage networks to support the proposed development. 
The Steering Group will carry out site assessment criteria as below:
Red Amber Green (RAG) – Site Assessment Feedback
Key: 🟥 = Significant concerns | 🟧 = Some concerns | 🟩 = Broadly suitable
Scoring Guidance
🟥 Red: Significant concerns or policy conflicts unlikely to be mitigated - usually exclude from shortlist.
🟧 Amber: Some concerns that could be mitigated through design, scale, or conditions -potentially suitable.
🟩 Green: Broadly suitable - meets criteria or has only minor constraints.

